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Dialect use as
interaction strategy

A sociolinguistic study of
contextualization, speech perception,
and language attitudes in Austria

This study investigates how and by what
means speakers of Austrian German use
Austrian dialect for rhetorical purposes in
interaction. Specifically, it traces the
processes and mechanisms underlying
conversational ‘contextualization’ by which
speakers strategically index social
meanings attaching to dialect style, making
them relevant to utterance interpretation.
Along with discourse analysis,
methodologies from the study of dialect
perception and language attitudes are also
integrated, in an innovative combination of
analytic instruments. This study finds
substantial grounds for the claim that
participants shift from standard (the
‘expected’ variety) into dialect for strategic,
rhetorical purposes, indexing social
stereotypes that the two experiments
have shown will be activated by the use of
dialectal features.
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Kerstin Fest

And All Women
Mere Players?

Performance and Identity in Dorothy
Richardson, Jean Rhys and Radclyffe
Hall

Dorothy Richardson, Jean Rhys and
Radclyffe Hall have long been considered
minor figures within the larger context
of Modernism. This book offers a close
reading of these authors’ major fictional
works. The focus lies on the female
heroines of the texts and their sense

of identity. Drawing on the theoretical
works of Foucault, Butler and

de Certeau, Kerstin Fest shows

how identity can be perceived as
performance. Although in relatively
powerless positions, the women in
Richardson’s, Rhys's and Hall's oeuvres
show a surprising degree of agency

in carving out their roles to play. The
results are highly individual and flexible
versions of femininity that refuse to
conform to a single mould.
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Thomas Lederer

Sacred Demonization

Saints’ Legends in the English
Renaissance

A study of how religious conflict, at one
particular time and in one particular
culture, manifested itself in biographical
literature. It analyzes the connections
between English religious biographies of
the Reformation and the Counter-
Reformation as well as between these
and their late medieval counterparts
(saints’ legends). The book uses ap-
proaches from imagology, cultural studies,
new historicism, religion and literature,
and law and literature.
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